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PURPOSE

Internet access provided by Goleta Valley Library (GVL) and its branches is a free service
to an open network provided for your convenience and its use is at your own risk. It is
available to the general public and is NOT SECURE. GVL cannot and does not guarantee
the privacy of your data and communication while using the service.

This Service provides access to the Internet on an "as is" basis with all risks associated
with such access. The providers of the Service make no warranty that the Service or that
any information, software, or other material accessible on the Service is free of viruses,
worms, trojan horses or other harmful components. By connecting, the user
acknowledges and accepts the risks associated with public access to the Internet and
public use of an unsecured wireless network.

INTERNET SAFETY AND MINORS AT THE LIBRARY

The Goleta Valley Library and its branches in conjunction with the Black Gold Cooperative
Library System (BGCLS) participates in the federally funded “E-Rate” program which
provides affordable Internet access to schools and libraries. The Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) requires E-Rate participants to follow the 2001
Children's Internet Protection Act (CIPA). This law requires us to filter our Internet access.

https://www.fcc.gov/sites/default/files/childrens internet protection act cipa.pdf

Parents and legal guardians are responsible for their children at all times while visiting
the library. This includes responsibility for minor children’s use of the Internet. To provide
for the safety of our minor patrons and to be compliant with CIPA, the Goleta and Santa
Ynez Valley Libraries currently use filtering software to block websites that promote:

e Obscenity

e Child Pornography

e Adult Content and Pornography

e Content harmful to minors

e Cyberbullying

e Hacking and other unlawful activities
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Computer filters cannot guarantee that all potentially objectionable material is removed.
The Goleta and Santa Ynez Valley Libraries cannot guarantee that a user (minor or adult)
will not get to an offensive site or will not be inadvertently exposed to offensive contact as
all computers are placed in a public area. Additionally, parents and legal guardians are
responsible for monitoring, supervising and deciding which Internet sites are appropriate
for minors in their custody. If unable to access a site, an adult patron (age 18 or above)
may request staff to disable the filter during his/her computer session, as per CIPA
regulations.

Children and teens increasingly use social media, email, chat rooms, instant messaging
and other forms of direct communication. All patrons, minors and adults, are strongly
cautioned to use good judgment when chatting with others online, recognizing that
unscrupulous people will lie about themselves for their own advantage. The Goleta and
Santa Ynez Valley Libraries urge discretion and caution with electronic communication,
especially for minors. Parents and legal guardians are responsible for all direct electronic
communication (email, social media, chat rooms or direct message service) in which
minors in their custody participate. The library encourages parents and guardians to read
and discuss safety guidelines as set forth in "Child Safety on the Information
Superhighway" (https://www.safekids.com/child-safety-on-the-information-highway/) with
their children and teens.
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